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Now I beſeech you brethren by the Name . 

of our Lord Feſws Chriſt, that ye all 
ſpate the ſame thing, and that there be 
no drviſeons among you : but that ye be 


perfefly joyned together in the ſame mind, 
and in the ſame judgement. 


HAT ! the great Apoſtle ſtoop 

ſo low as to beſeech / and fo 

y \ paſſionately too, by the Name 
of our Lord and Saviour Chriſt. 


Be the People never fo impatient, boy] and 
tols and roar like a raging Sea, ſure here's 
Charm enough to ſtrike the World unmedi- 
ately into a Calm. Beſeech ! 'tis tantamount 
to a Command: he beſeeches by a Namethat 
cannot but prevail, a Name whom Storm and 
Tempeſt it ſelf muſt Obey. But beſeech or 
command, *tis all one : the World is deafto all 
ſuch Charms, to all fuch Commands. Be 
joyn'd together in the ſame mind and inthe ſame 

A3 judgement ! 
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judgement ! and Keeiph opevor roO, united in a 
beautiful Order and Symmetry of parts ? alaſs 
when will this be ? Epicurus his Atoms will 
as ſoon by croſs interfering motions, weave 
' themſelves into a beautiful Syſtem of a World, 
as mens thoughts, variouſly croſs and running 
counter, unite in one Diſcipline, one- DoErine, 
one Church. We ſhall never ſee Peace, fo 
long as there are rough uneyen tempers in. the 
World, as unfit for Societies, as BRA rough 
unhew'n Stones, or knotty crooked pieces of 
Timber, unfit for Building. There are certain 
tempers naturally four enough to break through 
Mountains and Rocks like Hanibal's vinegar, 
and to diſflolve the firmeſt Foundations of Go- 
vernment and Order. And there is eſpecially 


a Phariſaical Leven {our enough, to put whole 


Societies and Kingdoms into a perfect fermen- 
tation. We ſhall never be all alike, till the 
differeat humors of our ſeveral conſtitutions be 
quite ſpent, and we are mouldred away in our 
Graves to rotten Bones and Skulls; then and 
not till then exaCly all alike with half noſcs, 
hollow-ey'd, and grinning, as Lucian deſcribes 
Skulls of Wiſe-men, Mad-men, Fools, Cynicks, 
Politicians, Hero's, Beggers, blended together 

in 
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men-never yet wanted pretences to diſagree: 

Cain and Abel, though Brothers, agree not in 
the ſame kinds of Sacrifices. Contention once 
intruded into Heaven amongſt the Gods, that's 
Romance ; but-tis too true, ſhe hath more than 
once mntruded into the Church, a bold and 
troubleſome Gueſt. What? and will Religion 
then, Religion, which is or ſhould-be the very 
Bond and Cement of Societies, will that alſo 
crumble us to pieces ? Nay then there's little 
hope of Unity in this World. Our Corinthians 
divide upon 'pretences ſpecious enough, even 
of honouring ſome Apollos, others Paul, others 
Cephas. Theleaſt pretence of dividing will ſerve - 


the turn, when men are reſolved to be quar- 


relſome : eſpecially in Cities of great Trade, 
ſuch as Corinth was, the Metropolis of Achaia, 
Rich, Populous, and Proud: where, as they 
Traffick d with Forreigners, Goods for Goods ; 
So they ſeem to have barter'd Religion for 
Religion roo, the Seller baſely proſtituting his 
judgement to the Buyers, either Herefie or 
Schiſm, to ſet off Goods the better, and to 
advance Trade. 


Our 
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Our Apoſtle St. .Paul, though by degrees he 
deals very plainly with thele Corinthians, yet 
at the beginning of his perſuaſive to Unity, he 
deals with them . with all the tenderneſs imma» 
ginable. ; 

But what ſhall we do now? ou modern 
Shiſmaticks are grown fo. ſtiff and ſtubborn, 
that *tis to little purpoſe to Entreat them. Begg 


or Command, Weep or Thunder, 'tis all one; 


they are inexorable, they are inflexible. If the 
Mercy of God in ſettling Religion here upon 
fo good grounds, by ſo legal and warrantable 
methods, according to the model of the Primi- 
mitive Church ; it the Bleud of our Late Dread 
Sovereign, the Church of Englands Martyr ; 
x this King's incomparable Clemency can pre- 
vail nothing ; all the Paſſion of our. Sacred 
Oratour St. Panl, 1s utterly caſt away.. 

They have been gently dealt with theſe 
many years, and they are but the more hardned 
in the Schiſm. The warm Sunbeams will ſome- 
times but harden that Clay, which heavier 
Storms may ſoften and make pliable to the 
Government. 


But- 
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Bur I muſt remember the Apoſtles condeſ- 
cenſion, I muſt remember his pitty, and his 
good nature, and with all the moderation I 
can, endeavour to remove ſome of the preju- 
dices they have taken up againſt this Church. 
And I muſt be fo far free with them as to 
charge them with the following Miſtakes , 
three eſpecially, the ground of all the reſt ; 
A falſe Notion of Chriſtian Liberty : A falſe 
Notion of Tender Conſcience : A falſe Notion 
of the Nature and Meaſures of a Due Refor- 
mation. 

Firſt, A falle Notion of Chriſtian Liberty. 
The Church, we apprehend, hath a Liberty 
infeofted in Her to determine this way or that 
in matters of Decency and Order. If this be 
the Churches Prerogative, conveyed to her by 
Scripture , particularly that of- the Apoſtle, 
Let all things be done Decently and in Order ; 
it is certainly my Chriſtian Liberty to Obey, 
warranted and ſecured to me virtually by the 
fame Scripture. When I am ſatisfied in Con- 
ſcience that 'the 'Church maintains the Faith, 
ſound in all the Dodtrines ſhe profefies ( which 
to: ſay truth-are the proper. Objefs about 
which- Conſcience a@s ) 'ris'my Priviledge to 
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b2 govern'd by her in other matters of leſs 
moment, which do not directly and immedi- 
ately concern Conſcierice farther then as a ge- 
neral Rule of Charity obliges me to obey. For 
as the Apoſtles leaving out particulars, there 
is a general Warrant for the Church to Pre- 
ſcribe; ſo is it a Warrant to me, who am a 
member ofan Orthodox, Viſible Church-branch 
of Chriſts Holy Catholick Church, to ſubmit 
to that which makes it a Viſible Church, I mean 
Government and Order. So that the Schif- 
matick is ſo far wide in his Notion of Liberty, 
that if I refuſe to obey, I ina manner fellaway 
my Chriſtian birth-right, and baſely betray my 
own Liberty. For tho' we have often heard 
much talk to little purpoſe of Chriſtian Liberty, 
yet asthe Apoſtle uſes the word Liberty, we are 

able to underſtand no morethanthis, that Chri- 
ſtzans under the Goſpel are redeemed from the 
| bondage of the Law. So that I am' at perfe& 
Liberty to be Govern'd by a Chriſtian Church, 
the Obligation to. the Moſaick Law being can<« 
cell'd. Elfe there would be a Viltble Church- 
Government in general Terms, ſettled upon the 
Apoſtles Succeſſors, without Obedience to that 

Government, whichis an abſurd __ 
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Now then if the Schiſmatick tell us, his Con- 
ſcience will not ſuffer him to ſubmit; where 
then is his Liberty of Conſcience? who put thole 
Fetters upan his Conlcience, but him(elf; what 
Cyclops made thoſe Fetters? where were they 
forged? in what Vulcans Shop ? in what tra; 
| but in his own zealous over-heated brain ? Does 
the Scripture fetter his Conſcience ? ſhew 
where ? if it be truly Conſcience he pretends, 
he is bound to ſhew, either that to obey or 
not to obey, is made by ſome poſitive Rule 
of Scripture indifferent, as Marrying, or not 
Marrying is ; or that the thing he boggles at, 
is either morally ill, or ill becauſe forbidden b 
a Law. Shew the Law, or I ſhall without 
breach of Charity tell him, 'Tis Humour 
not Conſcience. If he would have things 
of Decency and Order, left as indifferent 
as Marrying, or not Marrying ; he roves 
ex-travegantly wide from the Caſe. For 'in 
the one caſe the thing is by a Law in- 
different, and fo is what it is neceſfarily, 
indiſpenſably, and unalterably indifferent ; 
in the other, 'tis left to the Churches Pru- 
dence to determine: there the indifterency 


being the immediate effe& of that Law ; here, 
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the Churches determination, the immediate 
effe& of this Law. And therefore the Apoſtles 
General Rule is a warrant to Conſcience, to {| 
ſecure it from all ſuperſtitious tear gf being de- 
filed when the Church is obeyed, in things not 
repugnant to any particular expreſs Rule of 
Scripture. 
Secondly, A falſe Notion of Tender Conſcience. 
If the Conſcience be tender , tis becauſe there 
appears at leaſt ſome il]. But unleſs ſome Law | 
or other convince me that a thing is ſinful, in | 
truth I count I am in ſome danger of incurring 
a Sin, if I make that Evil which is not Evil. 
For who gave me Authority to call that Evil 
which God Almighty hath. not by ſome Law 
or other declared to be ſo? 'tis a piece of 
Pride and Preſumption in me to call that Evil 
which is not, and I extort from God a part 
of his Sovereignty in doing ſo. There 1s as 
black a Woe denounced by the Prophet againſt 
him that calls Good, Evil, as againſt him that 
calls Evil, Good. And therefore, whatever the 
Schiſmatick apprehends of Tender Conſcience | 
ſtartling at the appearance of Evil, Conſcience | 
is as much in danger of being defiled by calling 
that-Evil which is not Evil, as- by calling that | 
nor 
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not Evil which is really Evil: ' -Ddbery of Con- 
ſeience, and tenderneſi'of C onfeience, and I fear 
God, and I am afraid of Sin, and I confeſs my 
weekneſt , my Conſcience will not allow it ! 
Theſe are the words, fweet a#hontey, whereby 
the Ringleaders of our Schiſitaticks do inſinu- 
ate their Poyſon:: by fo fweet a breath do 
they convey a holy contagion through a whole 
Conventicle preſently ,'' as rhey-ſay- peſtilen- 
rial diſtempers are' ſpread' the-farther by ſweet 
perfumes. Tender Conſcience ! Who can with- 
ſtand the Charm? And, Acknowledge my weak- 
neſs | Who'can reſiſt the power'of the invin- 
cible Argument ?- The Tender Conſcience "tis 
confeſſed, naturally' moves pity : but then it 
muſt be the Tender Conſcience of ſuch, who 
make it a 'Caſe of Conſtience to lizarken to 


Reaſon : who-will withal be' render, leaſt they. 


have a Conſcience too tender in punGtilio's 
that really concerii not Conſcience immiedi- 
ately. For” otherwiſe, there is a Tenderneſs 
of Conſcience which is 'cauſed' by a certain 
ſour, fretting, grating hnmor, that corrodes L 
that ſours like the Leven of the Phiriſee, I 
mean perfett Ill Nature ; whith mixed with 
a few unlucky grains of intemperate - =_ 
ets 
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frets and galls the very heart of the man, and 
ſo he caſily miſtakes in truth his Sore for the 
tenderneſs of his Conſcience, May not their 
weakneſs deſerve ſome Pitty too ? Yes : Cha- 
rity may cover my Brother's failings : but that 
weakneſs will not be covered, which reſolves 
to break out into Rebellion the next opportu- 
nity. Truth now, and never till now, do I 
paſſionately and heartily deprecate. ' None can 
more wiſh to be nunceceived, than we to be 
deceived in what we ſay of thoſe, whoſe hands 
were they as ſtrong as their heads weak, would 
quickly fatisfie the world what Principles they 
are of : then,you ſhould ſee that ſame weak 
Conſcience all in Armour, ſtrong enough to 
manage a Sword againſt their King, in an Army 
of Rebells. Some of their late Scribling Cham- 
pions flouriſhing a little in Print, to give their 
own Party fatisfaGion, not us ; after ſome line 
harangues of inconveniency, burdens and re- 
mitting ; being by us pretied to come to. the 
main point to tell us downright, what in our 
Church is in it (elf unlawful, and then prove 
it ; not a word : 'they are not bound to 
give Reafons, they are above the low diſpen- 
ſation. EY x 
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ſtubborneſs: To-them, Scotws and Aquinas 
are Sots, Cardinals veil your Caps: a Con- 
venticle can furniſh you with DoCtors more 
Seraphick , more Irretragable. The Phana- 
tick that they ſay went to Convert the Pope, 
doubtleſs outfaced the Old Chair at Rome, 
with much more Infallibility than ever pre- 
tended to fit there. For moſt of thoſe that 
diſſent from us, are Infallibly ſure they are: 
in the right : and by the way, it may be 
noted, that ever ſince the Church of England 
renounced the Popes Infallibility, they have 
leſt: us, and reſolve to keep us company no 
longer. Theſe are the men whole uncon- 
troulable Conſcience is above all Law : or 


but for- one Law; and that is, that it ſhould 


be paſſed into a Law, that their: Conſcience 
ſhall be bound up by no Law. ſhall Mbomet 
go to the Mountain, or the Mountain:come 
to Mahomet ? ſhall theſe Mens Conſdience come 
to the Law, or the Law to theſe Mens-Con- 
ſcience ? a Garment may be as: ſoon fitted 
to the Moon, as ſtich a-ſyſtem of Laws fram'd 
as ſhall fit every Man's Conſcience.. It Pinches 
here, widen: the Law : now it Pinches as 


much: 
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much: there, : widen that too ; full at laſt the 
Laws;grows:; {o:mith, too! widg, as! that 'the 
man's Coxfepeitce bavite geh: noam\enough-ta 
turn it ſelf wich freedome , wholly ſhakes off 
all Law, and that which at firſt pretended only 
ro Liberty , thall Nery tauly end in Licen- 
tiouinels.. :'// | 

Thirdly, A falſe Notion of the Naw and | 
Meaſure of a Due Reformation. There is ſuch |. 
a thing certainly as an obligation lying. upon {| 
all Churches, 1n all Ages {ince the firſt Preach+ 
ing of the Goſpel, to maintain a Unity in ſome 
meaſure with the Primitive Church, and to 
regulate ' all, our Refermations by « the Ge: 
nerat' Rules and; aws! of : the: moſt Ancient 
Church, it we are i carneft-when we profeſs 
We Belieweioue Catholick and Apoſtolick Eburch, | 
Now it the new. madels of the pretended Re- 
formGes of our Reformation ſhould take place, 
they would fo' pare away (from the Church of 
England; every thing Almoſt 'that \ever the Pri- 
micive Churcli ufed,; that bemg reduced to a 
thing fo: uteerlyunfike whae: the: Chriftian | 


Charch- was ar firſt, 'we''thould ſeem totally 
to: have broken the Unity: | The notweighin ing 


_ 'Rack!!madoas! rim: ioheadlong from 
Church 
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Church of Rome,; that we'ſearce owr-that. to 
be. a Reformation, which reje&s [not- almoſt 
every thingthatever was in uſe mthar Chutch, 
right or; wrong... We retain no-hot!onet 
but: what was before that Churches Apoſtacy, 
either exactly rhe ſame; or:very 'near'it im:the 
moſt Ancient Church : and: to reform other- 
wiſe then this, (I crave leave:to ſay ) is to 
break Charity with the good Primitive Church. 
Theſe men may poſſibly mean well; but they 
{ſeem only to conſider how torgo far enough 
from Rome, never conſider to what we-are in 
Charity bound to: reduce our felves,-T mean 
to that State whence by. degrees. Rome fell 
away. In truth our' Controverſies with the 
Romaniſts move moſt. upon 2this hinge; that 
we reje& their Novelties, which againſt them 
1s one of our beſt Pleas. So-that ſhould we 
frame againſt - them Arguments - from ſuch 
Topicks as our Schiſmaticks, ſome: of them, 
would ſuggeſt, we anaſt-tamely give up the 
Cauſe. For if we maintain: not our ground, 
if we keep not to the firſt Ages, and the four 
farſt Geneza] Counctls,. if we ſecure not as far 
as. may be, our Conformity with the moſt An- 
cient Church; we give them the greateſt Ad- 
vantage 
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vantage immaginable. . Ar aur Reformation, 
had we” (I condemn not other Churches ) 
had we I ſay, renounced Epiſcopacy, the 
Ancient modet of Church-Government, - that 
bears date long: before Infallibility , Supre- 
macy, :Tranſubftanmation, ec. were thought 
of ; what would the' Rowanzſts have ſaid ? 
bow could we have avoided the juſt impu- - 
tation of a; molt Uncharitable Separationfrom 
the Ancient Church ? ' But: now our Retor- 
mation may be 'an Object | of the Romanifts 
Envy, | becauſe we did: thereby as it were 
reconcile our: ſelves to: the moſt Ancient 
Church * and our returns in truth toupbrayd 
them with Schiſm, and the moſt honourable 
way to juftifie :our departure. from"them, in 
pothts: wherein we and:they had ſo long de- 
parted from the Ancient Church : which we 
ſhould never be able to effe&, were not our 
Church. conftituted as now it i. For let the 
model: be - any other, 'not known to the An- 
cient Chriſtians; men of ſuch Principles may 
ray] at Popery, but the Arguments they muſt 
he forced to-uſe, will be fach,' as will be 
icorn'd, and make. the Romar Catholicks 'but 
the more obſtinate. 

And 
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And therefore, if under pretence of flying 
farther from Rome, we Ruin this Church of 
England; we ſhall have neither Arguments 
enough left us to defend our felves againſt 
Romes Novelties, nor Loyalty enough left us 


'T amſure, to ſecure any Prince in his Throge, 


Defender of the Faith: © 
But what dowetalk of a Pranxive Clutch ? 
away with this dull Old Way ; tell us Schif- 
maticks ſomething Brisk and New : theſe Sons: 
of the Church of ed can tell ws: nothing 
new; they fay- no more than Old! Tynatiny' 
and! Polycarp, treneus, Clement of Alexandria,” 
Tertallion and. Cyprian: they can Fight with 
nothing but old ruſty Weapons of Antiquity: 
we have Swords new burniſhedar/Genews; and 
Francford : nay, we have Amtiquity too on' 
our ſide, we: have Donatifts and Nowatians, 
and there we gam a point. Yet Old Schif- 
maticks were dull heavy phlegmatick Sors, to 
ours : They never durſt attempe a Schifm, 
but they would ſet up a Biſhop of their own 
making, and remain in the ſtate of their Sepa- 
ration, right Epiſcopal however, as to the 
Government of the Church : never hoping to 
gain aay Profelytes, ſhould they not pretend 
0 at 
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at leaſt to Epiſcopacy. But ours 'rlin down 
Epiſcopacy, and then cry they have diſco- 
vered new wonders to the world, and found 
out better methods of Church-Government , 
than their idle Predecefſors, Donatiſts and No- 
vatians, could ever dream of. 

Indeed Epiphanius mentions a dear Friend 
of our Schiſmaticks, one; Aerins: of precious' 
memory, who turn'd Leveller becauſe he could: 
not get a Biſhoprick. 

But I muſt tel} them for his Credit, he had 
but tew' Profelytes, - and they hooted at "as 


the Owl, by the more ingenious of his winged 


Brethren, when he appears with his Gravity 
among the' Airy Witts, / 

I am-forry hes the fake of Gui of our 
Schiſmaticks, who would fain be nibbling 
at this Story, that Aeris was: not a Leveller- 
out of ' pure "Conſcience; becauſe then the. 
Presbyterian Parity. might claiin. ſome —_ —_ 
with Antiquity. | 


Thus 
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Thus I have briefly diſcourſed-of Liberty, 


Tender Conſcience, Reformation, the three 
faireſt pretences of . Sehiſm. Now if this 
one ſingle Text, prevail - nothing, if neither 
our great Apoſtles Frowns nor Charms, 
nor his Excommunications, nor his Embraces; 
nor his Apoſtolical Authority, nor the Paſlion 
of his Oratorie. prevail -with the Schiſma- 
tick, but he will tear the Church to pieces, 
ungratefully rend the very Bowels of that 
Church that gave him Life , whoſe Breaſts 
he ſuck'd ; What Expedients for Unity fur- 
ther to propoſe, I cannot imagine. . | 
'Tis the Temper's Policy too, to: Divide 
that he may. Rule , to break the Churches 
Ranks and: Files; that he: may Enter. and 
Conquer _ with Eaſe. Our Quarrels are his 
Conqueſts, the Ruins of our Churches are his 
Trophies, /'tis- only onr- Peace that: he:dreads, 
Pax veſtra bellum eſt illi; ſaid\Tertwlhzat. In all 
the' Apoſtles Writings there are notmore Cau- 
tions againſt any one thing than againſtSchifm: 
For th Schifm-in if felf confider'd does-not 
direaly deſtroy, any one: Article! of- the Faith, 
yet by deſtroying the Churches Unity, it will 
in titne, deſtroy: the Faith : Becauſe 'tis a falſe 
FYTET Phantaſtick. 


"A Sermon Prenced © | 


Phantaſtick Light hovering in the Air, thac 
will' lead' thouſands after it. into Errors, over | 
Bogs and Precipices : and will have in thyme | 
ſo fatal an influence npon the whole Body | 
of the Catholick Church, as not only to 
weaken that, by drawing 'off great —_ 
from it 3 bur alſo put the Schiſmaticks them- 
{elves out of a Capacity of -being at leaſt 
Confirmed m the Truths they have re- 
ceived ; and fo they will lie open to. all the 
Temptations ' immaginable, | of | being de- 
bauched ih the very — of their Chr, [ 
ſtian Faith. . | 

For this ſeems one deſign at Teaft; of "Ig 
firſt Plantations. of Churches | under ſich a 
model of Ig a as —_— unite Chr> 


ſttans in | Bodics, event the 
breaking of their a -__ ttle 's 
and Conventices; that ſo- they 'might' like 
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great Armies.» United: un Government and 
Order, both ſecure their own Faith by their | 
greater Union, and alſo make more efſeQual | 
wpon«the Unconverted Farty of the | 
Work, 'totwhom'it-muſt needs be one great | 
motive to'come in, when they ſhould ſee | 
Chriſtians ——_—— together, in- fo large | 
Societies, 


Rin 2 DE Ana ON AL YL A RIS 


«a 
_— 


before the K.1'N G. 


Societies, with fo mch Charity, Order and: 


Harmony. | 

Why then do our Schifinaticks by goi: 
off from our Church, from the common fa 
Path, ( to fay no more ) expoſe themſelves 
to ſo great dangers ? did they not forſake 
us, we might hope one day by calm reafoning 
to reform their jadgemenr. h 

Why do they thus fight with us diſenge- 
niouſly and baſely, Tike Parthians, who tur- 
ning their backs, ſcatter'd their Arrows from 
behind them? Why do they thus ſcatter 
ther envenom'd Arrows, even bitter Words, 
and neyer turn their faces, either to- ſurvey 


our Strength, or tay to. hear what we can 


fay for our {clves ? x 
Why do they amuſe us: with Accuſations 


of Popery, Ike Atalantas Ball, with Accuſa-- 
us, that they might get the- 


tions back | 
ſtare in the Race, and get to-Rome firſt ? 


Is it Superſtition they dread ? but- haye- 


not they themſelves ſome Tinfure of that 
too, at leaſt while they ( I may venture to 
ſay ) ſuperſtitiouſly avoid it ? have we not 
known the time, when they honour'd: their 
Factious Preachers even to Superſtition? when 
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they honour'd the | donble . lin' q Cap, equal 
to the Triple Crown ; when they payed 
honours. to. the. handerchet about his Neck , 

as to, the.. Holy:Rag of ſome Legend Saint, 
and took the ſhort Cloak hanging. on one 
fide of the. Pulpit , while the warm Orator 
was Tranſported with Zeal, and Enthuſi- 
aſtick Fire, for the Mantle of Eljah juſt 
dropping downfrom the Fiery Chariot ? 

| Do they. depart from us that they may 
Worſhip, God . more in Spirit. and'in Truth? 
But with all their moſt glorious Zeal, they 
will never be able to expiate for their Pride 
and their .Uncharitableneſs. | 

The ſtrigeſt, Late. of a Shifmatick could 
never in the judgement of ſober men, cfpect- 
ally Sr. . Anſtzz, make” Apology for the Scan- 
dal of being a Schiſmatick, did he lead the 
Lite.of an:Angel. .:, ....-, -.. 

Do they. depart. from. ..us, " ecapſe they 
cannot joyn: in. our Publick Prayers, with 
Devotion enough ?. | 

Shall I. he firſt, guilty « of. 'Sin, a*remiſnelſs 
p- wy  Praygrs:3-;and then ' make my" Sin an 
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| De they. diſobey becatiſe the thihs is it 
different? or HD edmtftanded ? if he 
latter 3 you fee where the Shoe pinches, *tis 
not the Ceremony their Conſcience boggles 
at, but the inpothiog of that Ceremony, 
for ( by the way ) they abhor Obetience as 
bad as Idolatry : then muſt the methods of 
Government be revers'd, and the quite con- 
trary muſt be commanded, to niake theſe 
Antipodes profelytes : If the foriet; the more 
unpardonable ſtilf their difobedience , one of 
the greateſt trials of our obedience to Go- 
vernment being the indiffereticy of the thing 
commanded: for if we may not pbey a. Go- 
vernour is things otherwife indifferent, and 
it a Governonr-- may not cottthand what | 13 
not forbidden by Gods Law; there will be 
nothing left tor Gods Vieepertht on Earth to 
command, and there will be no {ich thing. 1 in 
the world as Obedierice to' a Prince. 

Let fuch men live a care that they place 
not too. much Religion in - meee Notions. 
For 'tis poſſible mien of ſuch Fa&tious Prin- 
ciples may talk and think too of Pradtical 
Religion it (elf in a meer Notional way. 
For when men can neither talk nor think of 

D their 
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their Chriſtian Duties abſtracedly from this 
or that mode of Worſhip that accompanies 
them, the duties run out into» certain excrel- 
cencies bigger than themſelves, and ſuch as 
will in time deſtroy the lite thereof, while 
rheſe men would level the -Clergy, change 
the Churches Ornaments into rudeneſs and 
naſtineſs, and would ſeem great Patrons of 
humility, but how, by. bringing us down to 
the duſt. ; let_them ask -them(elyes this queſtt- 
on, Whether it be nor ſome fond conceit ' of 
their extraordinary .cither knowledge or holi- 
neſs, or both, that makes them ſcorn to ſtoop 
to the Government. F "5 

|, Tf chey depart from us becauſe they know 
' better things than we; if they cannot con- 
; Vince us, Jet them confeſs their weakneſs; 
If they will not convince us, let them own 
their 1i]] nature. 

| If they depart from us becauſe they are 
holier than we ; let them evidence to the 
; world that they -are better Chriſtians, at 
 Teaſt by being more Loyal Subjets than 
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If their Talent be- extraordinary above 
other mens, let them fairly ſhew us that the 
Arſt four or five Ages after Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, were all in an Error : for the 


muſt not think their Malice is levell'd at: 


us alone, it wounds the Primitive Church: 
it pretends to ſtrike at Popery, but the poy- 
{on'd Arrows fly oyer the Papiſts heads, 
over all thoſe Ages' between; and wound far 
beyond, at the diſtitice of fourtcen, fifteen, 
or ſixteen Ages : the Aſhes of the Holy Pri- 
mitive Martyrs are  diſturb'd, the Noble 
Conſtantine's Ghoſt ſummon'd to! appear be- 
fore their four Tribunal, the Ads of the 
four firſt General Councils reſcinded; the 
Fathers Writings -all defaced, cancell'd and 
burnt, and they; /good-inen ,} condemn'd to 
ſuffer now a ſecond Martyrdom. 


"If theſe men have new 1I[laminations, and 
will. make it appear to the world that the 
moſt. Ancient; Chriſtian Churches, Tong, 
long before - the: dare of a corrupted one 
at Rome, were all miſtaken ; let's e'ne blot 
out of the Churches Records, four ot five 


hundred years, and let them aſs for nothing, 
C 3 and 


' 


: 
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"and begin Chriſtianity anew, : dowp with 


our Univerlities,. ſet fire ' toll. 2n Libra- 
ries , with Triumphant Bonfires .1n-- Solem- 
nity. to welcome into the Werld thelk New 
Lights. FED 3% 4 | 

Muſt we be "lh Fes with, -E Primitive 
Church, becauſe we find too much, Loyalty 
there 2, if that be the, Crime; 'tis « the Pris 
mitive Churches. unhappineſs, but, our honour, 
thar they: in us their liumble mmitators, muf 
at_ this great diftance of ſo many Agrs, ſuffer 
as It WETE, 1N, Effigic. 


In ſhort, if they are reſolved to,- quarrel, 
they may be pleaſed, as becomes a good 


Chriſtians, to divert their Anger upon. . what 
far more deſerves'it, their own Sins, 


If immoderate Zeal muſt raiſe in_ their 
hearts and heads turbulent exhalations, and: 
make them Sons of- Thunder, ever fall Tems 
peſts leavieſt at home : ſtrike; here, here's 
a. Mountain, here's a Rock, here's a: proud: 
thought, aad here's an oncelepting heart : 
i lodge — 'thoughts of ' the. 

King 
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King and the Covernment, here Turks Spe 
Pride under the colour: of 'Selt-denyal,” an 
Mortification, ſomething of the Publicary: 
more 'of - the Phariſee 3 and (if they have 
Humility to own but common Human Infir- 
mities ) Sins- of al forts, * whereby | Gods 
Holy .gpirit is grieved, and his Infinite 
Love abuſed. Here are Objedts indeed, 
that call aloud for their juſt indignation : 

here if they Employ their Zeal at home 
againſt their own Sins, they will have 
but-little- either —inclinatton- or- Jerfare—to 
quarrel with any man, much leſs with the 


Conſtitutions of an Excellent Well-Govern'd' 
Church. 


We andthey,, all of-wus: hope to attain 
the ſame End' of our Faith, a Heavenl 


Canaan is all our journeys end, We are Bre-- 
thren, why ſhould we” fall out by the way ? 


Why all "this Noiſe ? it will not, it cannot 


'be fo e're we alttye quiet in our Graves: : 


thence we hope all. to paſs to fuch'a State, 
where there will be no but Unity, Uni- 
formity and Harmony : where a full Choir of 


Saints,ina Beautiful Church Trumphant, and a 
Noble. 
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Noble Hierarchy of Angels ſhall ſing Alelujah's 
and Worſhip God in the Beauties of Holineſs, 
_ for Ever and Ever, 


Amen. 
To thee O Holy, &c. be all &c. 
y 
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